Science is not simply a collection of facts; it is a discipline of thinking about rational solutions to problems after establishing the basic facts derived from observations. It is hypothesizing from what is known to what might be, and then attempting to test the hypotheses.
Taught properly, science can be part of the curriculum of the preschool as well as of the elementary-school child. The teaching of science at this level does not require complicated, expensive apparatus. It does require a teacher imbued with a love for logical thinking and the imagination to design simple experimentation that permits the child to think of himself or herself as an investigator.
The love for logical thinking must come first; the facts can later fall into place.
Rosalyn S. Yalow, member of the National Academy of Sciences, Nobel laureate, and distinguished professor-at-large at the City University of New York's Mount Sinai School of Medicine, speaking at commencement, 1988, Drews teachers, and offering a program of outreach and leadership-development activities.
